Bill Bray

Global

By BRIAMN CLANMCY

EEF producers can't

afford fo ignone the
environmental and animal
weltare demands of thir
customers, according to Cartle
Council of Ausirulia president
Bill Bray.
“"We are already sceing itin
Europe and Asia. where
markets are demanding
traceabality and consumers
want evidencs that producers
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markets can’t be ignored: Bray

are coring for their animal and
the environment,”” Mr Bray
said.

Mr Bray. who mns a breeding
and [mshing vperation at
Walkerville in Soarth
Crippsiond. is already
cormrmiiesh 1o the canss.

His farm has an Envisonmental
Management Sysicms
cerlification under a pilol
program sponsared by Mea
wndd Livestock Australia.

He i= also 3 foundaton membser
i the Cappsland Enviromeas
ETOUp, promoting and
marketing environmentally
centified M3A rraded beef:

As charman of the YEF
Environmental Managcmeont
Systems project, M Beay sand
the Federal Governmeni-
spumsored project wis @ great
CpPOrumity .

Mr Bray suid that, speaking
trom his own experience, thoss
who undenook an EMS

program would find i would
make them betier farmers while
providing proof thil they cared
tor the environmeni.

“There was also a strong
pssibility that eligibiliny i
Landcare granis and local
governmenl rebates for
envircnmental work woold
become increasingly dependent
on evidence of an EMS,"' Mr
Bray =sasd.

Az for providing a marketing
gdige, Mr Bray said the trend

was already having an impact
on Australian fammers, who
were exporting horiculioral
priodiuce into Edrope where
LEurepGAP protocels included
environmental issnes.

“We would silly weignore the

fact that beef could come under
gimilar profocals,”" he sad

Mr Bray zaid although his beel
itnght be no belter than that
Iromm i non-EMS farm. he
wanted to be ready when soch
demands arrive,

Caraful choice: Victorian farmers now have the option of linking in with & major new environmental program,

Farm health chec

By BERIAN CLANCY

HE ot mmbilons
project ever comdacied
in Yictoria in on-Tarm

eovironmental management
begins this month with the
fnunch of the YEE
Environmenal Management
Systems program

W vie sela goal Lo imvoave
4000 Farmmers i the [irst stugre
of the program,'” said WFF
EME co-ardinator Greg Smith,
The VFF program, funded with
g federal grant of $950,000
from the Matural Heritage
Trust, will be working with the

Daeuwrtrment of Frimary
Indasrries and the catchment
management athorinies

Under an EMS, farmers can
work through foor stapes,
The First stage involves an on-
farm self-asiessment,

Uzing a workbook, Garmers will
he invitied 1o assess o checklist
on a whole range of
environmental isswes affecting
thesir propertics.

These issues could include
water guality, soal notrients,
chemicol usape, plant
bisdiversity, shelier, pest
animils and weeds,

The second stage calls on
Farmers to adopl an action or
management plan,

The third stage involves
documentation detanlng the
coawduct of envirammental
wimks, while the fourth and
fimal stuge involves the
adeption of the 1503
{International Standards
Organisation) 14001
accreditation

Mr Smith said the curren
program would concestrate on
the first two stages, includmg a
aoal to have 2000 farmers
COMRE t0 an action plan.

He said the larest program
world blend with existing EMS
programs bemg conducted in
Wictoria, including the current
Gilenelg-Hopkins
Envircmmenl Fest
Management Practice progrum.

B Semith sand the VIF
program would be open (o wll
FArMIngG HErSuis.

He said the only cost to
producers involved i the first
tero stages of EMS would be
their timne.

He envisaged two three-hour

traiming sessions for the first
stape and three o fonr three-

hour sessions for those
cofmiting to an action plan
uner the secomd stage.
Experence has shown tha
completion of a workbook
asaessment Gakes three hours.
Participunts would be provided
lirerature expluning details of

an EMS and an exlensive
workbook and farm plan

Wr Smith sod ihere wis
already wide inferest from
people involdved in the stale's
130 Landeare groups.

He said he was hoping that the
VFF's 250 hranches might also
udopt EMS a5 a group sctivily,

Mir Srnith said furmers wanting
to extend ther EMS into a thind
and fourth stage would be
provided witl training
Assistance.

He said the third and fourth, or
[5Ch accredifation, siages of an
EMS would be applicable o
thase farmers meeting
environmental demands in the
mirketing of produce.

AMr Smith said the VFF EMS
program had funding o the end
ol June next vear.

Crne of its aims was to bld a

*“ooiical mass" of farmers who
understood EMS, he said



