Landcare beefs up awards
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By MATILDA ABEY

EICK Farley's pariner, Lindn
Bumey, gave a moviag speech
konouring Rick’s passion and
commitment o Landcase af the
Intemational Landcare Awards
Lt wock

She presented the mospusal
Insermnational Lasdcean: award in
memoey of Rick, who died
catlber this year, 80 a Landcare
group from the Phalippines.

Eleven awards were handed
ol by the. Govermos-Cenoral,
Major General Michael Reffery,
during the cveming.

While ne Victoran ook
home an awand this year, some-
thing Victorian oo everyome's
lips == literally = was the beef
supplicd for the mmin courss at
ithe gala dinner

The beef was ke Envisomeaat
brand, which comes from 25§
properties in Gippsland  ihat
have pguined Environmental
Managemeni Svsicm nocredila-
hon

Ome of thoss producers, Bob
enid Anme Davie, were also
nommbnated 10 pepresent Yictaris
in the Lamdcare primary peo-
diger awand

“To be represcmiing  the
ARG . . 0 WS jusl wondoriul;
such a privilege.”' Anne sand.

And e beel obso chiciied
favioiarabls comments from (he
chel

“The chel lked the mea 4o
much b wanied o use il
again,” Anne sad.

The Emviromeat beamdl was
calablished @0 2004 by aght
fanmers, with 25 prodicers poa
imvodwed,

“1n the past six months, the
beandl b really grown,”” Anme
aaid,

The Davies run o hend ol
shout 208 Brangus brecders of
their Phillip Tsland properiy but
have ndjusted numbers because
of the season

High achievers: the happy winngmn a1 the inlemational Landcare awands last weak,

YThey ame five-sighibs An-
gus andd three-cighihs Brahman
The Brahman just makes them
that bit mone resiliced,” Anns
aald,

Whils Bob and Anme did ol
win the imdividual primary pro-
ducers' pward, South Awstral-
inns Maie snd Wolfool Parsons
were given the award for ihe
wonrk on their property. contnd-
ling, salmity.

The Parsoms run o 630ha
peoperty near Pon Vincent that

lead sy eleaned eatemsively

A Nood during 1979 kefl Biha
sall darmeged

This prompeed them o map
oul & plan for the property and,
m subscouent years, 150,000
salibush plants were planted

In the past five years, the
Parzons have been working with
the University of Adclaide 1o
cxaming iho valse 1o livestock
of sali-alfectod pasteres  amd
salthush

Chver the bonder, on the south-
west slopes of NSW, a growp
tha Bas worked hard 0 contol
salindty across 3300ha and 240
fxrming families, wos newanded
For jus cffons with the Landcre
regional award lasi week.

The NEW South West Slopes
Landeare and Local Govern-
ment project, which mn for a
yiear, was i collaborstion of four
krcal Lamslcare groups wilh 4
families who hod mever had any
imvolvement with Landcnre

A Apga,

Prir

Landeare chiel execative Brian
Scorshnick  congmtulated  the
Ti-plue finalists, saying they
had all done cxtreordinary work
for Landcare and the Auastralkan
enviroamenl.

“The national Landcare
awards ore vitnl becaose it o
chance (o stop and sabaie inored-
ible  malividoaks amnd groups
mmaking an enviramental diffes-
ence,”” Mr Scarsbock said,

“Losdcare i all ghout action,
and all shout people making =

differdnce (1o he
ment),'" he sadd.

Aml the Rick Farley inlcma-
tional Landeare award went to
the Clavena group, who formed
a decade ago with 25 members

Maow, across the Philippines,
almosy 300 |1m[|.lr e jEvolved
with 144 villnge-hased Land
S ETOUp.

It proves the Landcare mca-
sape i still sprealing sround the
worhl
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