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‘Eco-meat’ proves
a clean winner

By BRIAN CLANCY

ENDINAS is not yoan
H normil Melhoume
siirbairban batcher shap

It specialises inorganic and bio-
dvmamic meats and, more
recently, Enviromest supplied by
Crippsland beel producers
commitied 10 emdronmental
IR ment

Balph Rendina’s shop mowell-
heeled North Balwyn s a small,
bt busy, shop employing three
huichers.

In Fact, 1t looks more like a
delicatessen, with an array of
arganic eggs, cheeses, small
goods and conditments

A big poster advertises Ooway
free mnge pork,

But there are ulso posters talking
aboun the suppliers of the lamb
iwndd beef, ineluding the Gippsland
suppliers of Enviromeat

Ralph, who beean working in
hotcher shops at the age of 14,
aped toinvest in his own shop LU
YEArs ago.

“I'wanted 1o be different and |
W an apportEnicy in organic and
bro-dynumic m a suburb when
COESIOIMErS WeTe conscious of
chemicals and the environment,””
hie said

Ralph makes no apologics for
charging 20-3) per cent above the
superinarket’ s prices for
conventonal meat.

““We can offer better customer
service and a more specialised
product,”’ he said,

Rendina' s also provides home
deliverey

Ralph estimates 50) per cont
of hs cusfomers ang
conventonsl shoppers,
while 20 per cent are
guate partieilar ahos
the orgenic or chemical-
free product they want
"They are very health-
consciouws; ' hesaid

He predicts that this is

o prowing market, which
was why he had no hesilation
in taking on the Enviromeal
product when co-ordinator Jenny
LY Sulhivan knocked on his door
in Seprember,

Healthy interest: Morih Salwyn bulcher Ralph Rendina was kean 1o have Enviromaat in his ranga.

The Enviromeat label gunrantses
the meat s free of growih
prodnolants, is Tree range,
enviranmentally certilied and
gusranieed render under a Mem
Standards Australiz proding.

['nder an arrangement with
Enviromeat. Rendina’z can tap
nt the beef supplies froom one of

25 Grippsland farmers who have
an EMS certification.

Jenny said Rendina's boys direct
froim the farmer, paying a
premum of 30 cents o ruling
over-the-hooks prices.
Rending's bas a weekly
throughput of three (o five sides
of beef,

Balph sed his preterence was for
a 15 1o 1 E-month-ald steer
dressing at 230kg

All steers are processad ol
Radtords in Warragul,
witere thew are also
MSA-graded
Jenny said
Enviromeat was
expanding its outiets in
Gippslund and was
hopeful soon of
ARRCALACTNE Mew OUTieEts in
Melbonme

the Enviromeat marketing group
wiks 3500, a price which helps

She said annual membership of

oiffset the costs of auditing and
maintaining the certificanon
among the membership.
Members of the group completed
their EMS progrim as part of a
pilot program sponsored by Meat
e Livestock Awstralia,

Jenny said the membership
included both small and medium-
sized besl producers,

She estimated the total breeding
herd of the group was st least
2000 head.

Jenny believes her group has
been at the forefront in linking
heef marketing toan EMS
cerlification,

Shie sakd she wonid like to
emiulate the Cueensland
markeding of the Eco-banana.
Mese hananas, with themr
distinctive waxed red tips, ane
supplied by producers who have
the ultimate 15O 140401
acereditation for environmmentel
inabagement,



